Lesson 2: Career Interests

What Road Should I Take?

BILL’S INDIVIDUAL CAREER PROFILE

Name: Bill

Position Title: Career Development Coordinator

Please describe your high school experience as it relates to college preparation, academic success, and career planning:  

While my high school experience prepared me for my chosen career, by the eighth grade I knew I wanted to teach.  Two elementary teachers tremendously influenced me in this decision.  I was a poor reader and struggled academically up to the fifth grade at St. Anthony School in Dayton.  Sister Mary Gratin changed that situation.  Working with me on her lunchtime, this caring woman taught me how to read and to love books.  I read with a passion including every history book I could find.  In the eighth grade my history teacher, Mr. Truxel, taught me that history was more than facts, but alive and meaningful in our world.  He was my first male teacher and I was especially impressed by how he made history fun and interesting for all of his students.  He taught us to respect all people, our nation and ourselves.  He made us analyze our opinions on issues and defend them coherently.  I too wanted to teach history!  At Belmont High School, I took college prep courses.  I did not have any career planning, except we took a career aptitude test in grade 10.  My results said I should be a forest ranger, not at all close to my career choice of teaching history.  I was lucky that I had a clear career goal.  My high school classes did prepare me academically for college.

Please describe your college, or career-training experience with consideration for time, difficulties faced, pivotal decisions made and satisfaction with the path you took:  

Since I had a clear goal, I graduated in four years. I went to the University of Dayton my freshman year and transferred to Wright State University to be with my girlfriend.  This was a pivotal decision I later regretted because I did not have a sound educational reason for leaving U.D.  W.S.U. was a good academic school and I graduated with a B.S. degree in education.  All three years at W.S.U. I worked 20 to 25 hours a week at Rike’s department store.  Eventually I became a third shift computer operator and was offered a position as a Rike’s computer programmer.  I turned it down because I wanted to teach.  On my bad teaching days, I wondered about that other path.  My undergraduate courses did not prepare me for the practical rigors of teaching in the Dayton Public Schools, except for an outstanding student teaching experience at Longfellow School.  I learned on the job from an excellent teacher, Mavis Jackson, who was willing to guide me through some difficult times.  We had no official mentoring program.  I loved working with people and teaching kids social studies. I knew I was not going to get rich teaching, but I also knew that health care and retirement benefits were excellent.  I was happy with my choice.  I went back to college to improve my teaching skills and my job security.  I did not want to leave the classroom, but did so to support my family.

Please describe your current position, what pathway you took to get to your current position, and what continual changes you must keep up with in your current position: 

I am currently the Career Development Coordinator for the Mad River School District.  My best collegiate experience occurred after I started teaching.  I earned a Masters of Arts degree in elementary education with a concentration on teaching reading from the University of Dayton.  My graduate program taught me skills to help poor readers in my social studies classes.  I went on to become a curriculum supervisor with the Montgomery County Educational Service Center.  After going through successful brain surgery, I retired with 31 years in education.  I now work part time and am thankful for the opportunity to serve students as they sort out complex career choices. My learning will never end.  Technological changes, best instructional practices, and a changing culture dictate that I must grow with the times.  I still love teaching! I love helping others!
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