Lesson 2: Career Interests 
What Road Should I Take?

LINDA’S INDIVIDUAL CAREER PROFILE

Name:  Linda 

Position Title: Quality Engineer

Please describe your high school experience as it relates to college preparation, academic success, and career planning: 

My goal in high school was of becoming a famous commercial artist. I took all the art classes I could and summer school every year in order to graduate early. I wanted to start my career as fast as I could. 

I did not have though, anyone that guided me as to what classes to take to prepare for college or if my goals were feasible. And I did not have the foresight to ask questions; I assumed that they, if needed would come to me.

Please describe your college, or career-training experience with consideration for time, difficulties faced, pivotal decisions made and satisfaction with the path you took: 

At the end of my 2nd year I found I was to become a mother at 16 and was told that I would have to drop out of school; my Mother and the School thought it would be best. I on the other hand was determined to still graduate on target, as I planned and go to college. Against their wishes, with determination I went back my senior year and I made sure that I made my credits to graduate. But I was not able to go to college; not being able to afford it and supporting a child. I instead went to work fitting undergarments at a local store.

It was not until I was married, had four more children, battled cancer and finding myself a single mother again that I knew that I had to, and was determined to get my College degree. It was hard raising five children on my own and working as a bartender and waitress while going to school full time. But I was determined to get it. I wanted it so bad that I did not realize that sometimes there are limitations or that it is ok to take alittle longer if need be to reach your goal, I found myself being dismissed from Sinclair due to my GPA. You see I should have taken the time off as two of my children and I were involved in a highly publicized criminal case. My attitude was that I could do it all! I than found myself forced to take time off from school. I bided my time, changing jobs several different times in different fields but at the same time learning as much as I could from those jobs and by reading and watching, hoping and knowing that one day I would go back.                                                                                          

Please describe your current position, what pathway you took to get to your current position, and what continual changes you must keep up with in your current position; ​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Approximately seven years later I found myself working for the GM engine plant, and I loved what I was doing! Although I considered myself an artist I now knew that was not feasible. I had to find out if I could be reinstated back as a student at Sinclair to get my degree and in Engineering, not in art. I have always been mechanically inclined and my experience in art has helped me pick things up quickly; being able to see what someone might not. 

I proceeded down to Sinclair’s Engineering department and after submitting my explanation for my dismissal years earlier they agreed to reinstate me as a student in their engineering program. I have worked hard to raise my GPA and have managed to be on the Dean’s list several times since I have returned. It is not easy raising children, working full time and going to college full-time most quarters, but it has been worth it. Since I took the step to ask for the privilege to return I have not regretted any moment of hard work. 

Since I started with GM/DMAX in 1999, I have worked my way up from assembler to machine operator, to Team Leader of a Machine line, to Group Leader (supervisor) over Cylinder Head, Crank and Heat Treat machine lines, to my position now as a Quality Engineer working with Assembly and Machining. My experience and knowledge of the machining and manufacturing processes (gained by not only hands on but by going to college) and the determination to continue my education is what got me where I am today.

Although I have not yet finished my Associate’s degree, I will soon. It is taking a little longer than I anticipated with working full time and trying to get classes scheduled. It gets harder the closer I get but I will achieve it and than on to UD to get my bachelors, and than my Masters, even if it takes me another ten years to reach all of it.

Sinclair and it’s instructors helped me realize that it was not to late to achieve my goal and realize a dream.

My only regret is that if I had asked questions. If I had been preparing for the future when I was 16 instead of the moment than I would have reached my goals years ago. I would not be 45 and working on a degree. But instead of sitting back and regretting what I should have done, or what I did not do, I made sure I did it. I am doing it! 

The only thing that I can do now to make up for not being able to rewrite time is to make sure that I help instill in others or inspire in someone the importance of getting that degree. Planning and setting the goals step by step to achieve it early while they are still in high school.  Sure it’s ok if you need to slow down or even take some time off if need be. Life deals us with unexpected things that happen in our lives, a test to see how much we can endure, how strong we are.  But continuing, and the determination to get it is important to achieve any goal with out regret. There won’t be any regret! 
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