Lesson 2: Career Interests 
What Road Should I Take?

VIC’S INDIVIDUAL CAREER PROFILE

Name:  Vic 

Position Title:  Senior Staff Member

Please describe your high school experience as it relates to college preparation, academic success, and career planning:  

I was an average high school student in a very small town.  My parents had not attended college, so there was no encouragement from my family.  In fact, my parents never even had a discussion with me about plans after high school.  I was bored, had no direction, and no clue what I was going to do after high school. 

Please describe your college, or career-training experience with consideration for time, difficulties faced, pivotal decisions made and satisfaction with the path you took:  

After graduating, I worked in a couple machine shops for about a year.  I soon realized that I hated what I was doing.  I decided to join the Air Force in hopes of learning a skill that I could use after I left the service.  After basic training and training for my chosen career field, which was personnel, I attended an education briefing where I learned about College Level Equivalency Program (CLEP) tests.  I decided to take the tests to see if I could earn any credit for college.  Luckily, I passed all five tests, earning 30 semester hours.  That, along with credit for some military training, added up to 42 semester hours.  With that big of a start, I couldn’t pass up on earning an associates degree, which I earned in less than a year.  After that, I just kept going.  I earned a bachelors degree in less than three years, applied for commissioning, and shortly after that became a 2nd Lieutenant in the Air Force.  I had intended on getting out of the service after four years, but I kept going to school, which meant I had to stay longer to “pay back” the Air Force.  I earned a Masters of Arts degree about three years after commissioning, and later was able to go back and earn a second masters degree, an MBA.  In the end, I ended up staying in for a full twenty-year career, and retired as a Major at 39 years of age.  

Please describe your current position, what pathway you took to get to your current position, and what continual changes you must keep up with in your current position: ​​ 

After “retiring” from the Air Force, I worked briefly as a Human Resources Manager at a manufacturing plant.  I then took a similar position with the Home Depot but was miserable working 55-hour weeks, including nights, weekends, and holidays.  I enjoyed working with the people and the customers, but the working conditions were terrible.  I landed my current position in 2002, working as a consultant for a small consulting firm in Beavercreek.  I work on human resource related contracts, and have had to become a “jack-of-all-trades”, doing whatever is needed depending on which contract I am on.  Currently, I am responsible for all workforce development and marketing activities for a research park development project.  I am also responsible for researching and designing an education and training center.  It’s a great project, and my diverse background has prepared me well.  Without my Air Force background and the education I was able to earn while on active duty, I would most likely still be living in my hometown, working in some factory for $10 an hour.  If I had stayed on the course I was on in high school, there is a very real chance I would either be dead or in prison.  The Air Force gave me a chance to straighten my life out, learn discipline, responsibility, and realize the value of an education.  I learned that to have the things I wanted in life, i.e., a nice home, a nice car, a savings account, a retirement plan, and some spending money in my pocket, that I had to work hard and get an education.  I also learned, a little too late, how important it is to do well in high school.  I was woefully prepared for college, and did not realize that my GPA was a factor for getting into college.  I also realized how expensive college was and the importance of starting to save early in life.    
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